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SCOPE 

Globally, wetland area is continually decreasing due to drainage, 
cultivation and urbanization, and it is therefore necessary to 
protect and sustainabiy utilize the remaining wetland areas. 
Solar Saltworks have produced salt by solar evaporation since 
the dawn of human civilization. Nevertheless, recognition of the 
unique coastal ecosystems that developed in parallel with the 
salt production process evolution is often lacking. Hundreds of 
protected bird species depend on Solar Saltworks ecosystems 
to feed and/or nest. 
The environmental uniqueness of Solar Saltworks, particularly 
current operations, is based on the fact that they are integrated, 
constructed coastal ecosystems, where regular and hyper saline 
environments coexist and establish highly significant shelters 
for wildlife. 

CONFERENCE MAIN SUBJECTS 

The aim of the conference is to identify and promote the 
ecological importance of Solar Saltworks and their increasing 
significance for safeguarding and sustainabiy developing 
global wetlands. Additionally it aims to develop analytical 
insight and better understanding of the Saltworks ecosystems 
characteristics. Priority will be given to following areas: 

• Wetlands at Risk - Abandoned Saltworks etc. 
• Structure and Function of Solar Saltworks Ecosystem 
• Solar Saltworks Production Process 
• Solar Saltworks Biological Process 
• Avifauna and Flora of Solar Saltworks 
• Low, Medium and High Salinity Microorganisms in Solar 
Saltworks 

• Dynamics of Solar Saltworks Ecosystem 
• Geochemistry in Solar Saltworks Ponds 
• Solar Saltworks for Ecotourism and Environmental Education 
• Restoration of Solar Saltworks 
• Solar Saltworks for Pollution Control and Water Treatment 
• Climatic Change and its Potential Impact on Solar Saltworks 

IMPORTANT DEADLINES 
Submission of abstracts (up to 2 pages) 15.10.2008 
Provisional acceptance 30.10.2008 
Full paper submission 31.12.2008 
Paper review and final acceptance 20.01.2009 

CONFERENCE LANGUAGE 
The official conference language is English. 

REVIEW OF PAPERS 
Papers will be provisionally accepted by the scientific committee 
on the basis of the abstracts. The full papers will be reviewed 
before final acceptance for presentation. 
All accepted papers will be included in the Conference 
Proceedings. Selected papers will be considered (with the 
authors consent) for inclusion in the special issue of the Global 
NEST Journal, {www.gnest.org). Authors are asked to submit 
their abstracts and full papers via e-mail (nkor(S)hol.gr). 

CONFERENCE VENUE 
The 2"'' International Conference on the Ecological Importance 
of Solar Saltworks will take place from 26 to 28 of March 2009 
in Merida, Yucatan, Mexico. 

REGISTRATION 
To register, please fill in and send the attached registration form 
to the Conference Secretariat. 

REGISTRATION FEES 
The registration fee includes the Conference Proceedings, 
lunches, beverages, coffees, and the official conference dinner. 
Authors / Participants: 400 € (Euros) or 640 US$ (US Dollars) 
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30, Voulgaroctonou str., GR 114 72 Athens, Greece 
Fax: +30 2106492499 
E-mail: nkor@hol.gr 
Attn.To Mr N. Korovessis 
Web site: http://www.gnest.org/ceissa2009.htm 
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